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Fans Support County’s Heritage Rail Trail 

SEVEN VALLEYS, PA – York County Rail Trail Authority and York County Parks Department have teamed up with Shanks Mare Outfitters located in Wrightsville to offer a fashionable way for rail trail visitors to support the development of extensions to the very popular Heritage Rail Trail County Park.  A special edition of the Go Play Outside™ baseball cap, featuring the Shanks Mare trademark logo on the front and “Heritage Rail Trail County Park” on the back, is now available for purchase at a variety of local businesses.  A portion of the proceeds will be used to support the work of the Rail Trail Authority.

Rail Trail Authority Chairman Carl Knoch states, “Here is a fun way for fans of the Heritage Rail Trail to wear their support.  We think it’s a great idea.” 

Steve Winand of Shanks Mare explains the motivation behind the project: “We are fortunate that York County currently has over twenty-five miles of existing rail trails, approximately five additional miles in the planning stages, and opportunities for more.  But the development of new trails and maintenance of existing ones requires funds.”

The Heritage Rail Trail stretches from the Maryland Line just south of New Freedom to York City and offers over twenty-one miles of trail for walkers, bicyclists, and horse riders.  The Rail Trail Authority is currently developing a northern extension that would follow the Codorus Creek north of York City and connect to John Rudy County Park, increasing the rail trail’s length by approximately six miles.  A proposed extension west to Hanover along the Metropolitan Edison trolley line would provide another sixteen miles.  Both extensions are being developed in phases with the first sections already open to the public.

Winand continues, “In developing the Go Play Outside™ logo, we have always hoped to not only encourage a more active lifestyle in the outdoors, but also to benefit related programs with a portion of the proceeds.  We are excited and proud to partner Go Play Outside™ with the York County Heritage Rail Trail and York County Parks to have what will hopefully be an on-going source of revenue for the York County rail trail system.”  

What makes a rail trail project unique is that as they are developed and expanded, a network is established that not only provides recreational benefits but potential for commuting, economic development, and tourism.  Knoch adds, “Here is another way for local businesses that benefit from the County’s rail trail system to support the work of the Rail Trail Authority.”     
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Look for these special edition baseball caps at the following area locations: 

On-line at http://www.shanksmare.com/html/gpo_hat_benefits_rail_trail.html or at the following supporter locations:

1. A Bit More Tack, 334 N. Main St., York New Salem, PA  17371

2. Adventure Cycle, 4370 W. Market St., York, PA  17404

3. Cycle Works, 206 Hellam St., Wrightsville, PA  17368

4. Flying Feet, 1511 Mt. Rose Ave., York, PA  17403

5. Gung Ho Outfitters, 1815 Susquehanna Trail North, York, PA  17404

6. Hanover Junction Train Station, 2433 Seven Valleys Rd., Seven Valleys, PA 17360

7. New Freedom Train Station, 117 N. Main St., New Freedom, PA  17349

8. Railroad Café, 117 N. Front St., New Freedom, PA  17349

9. Serenity Station, 11 Church St., Seven Valleys, PA  17360

10. Shank’s Mare Outfitters, 2092 Long Level Road, Wrightsville, PA  17368

11. Whistle Stop Bike Shop, 2 E. Franklin St., New Freedom, PA  17349

12. York County Rail Trail Authority, 45 Cherry St., Seven Valleys, PA  17360







